A1. Population Projections
At the Alberta level, population data are sourced from Alberta Treasury Board and Finance based on data from Statistics Canada's 2006 Census of Population and postcensus estimates of Alberta's population on July 1, 2011. The censuses, as well as the population estimates, only include the resident population. Hence, people can be a non-permanent resident (NPR) and be included in the population, but "shadow population" is not included because the primary residence for these individuals is located outside of Alberta. They are enumerated by Statistics Canada in the census as residents of other jurisdictions.
Alberta is composed of 19 Census Divisions (CDs), each containing a number of smaller Dissemination Blocks (DBs). Data is available by DB for census years, and by CD for non-census years. Alberta Treasury Board and Finance calculates population forecasts by CD using a low-, medium-, and high-growth scenario. Data presented here are sourced from the medium-growth scenario, which represents the most likely case. The forecasting approach takes the base population categorized by age and by sex, and applies fertility rates, mortality rates, and migration to project the number of births, deaths, and migrants per year. These three components are either added or subtracted from the base population to obtain the population projections for the subsequent years. Provincial-level population projections are derived by summing the CD-level projections.
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Population forecasts by service region are derived separately from the provincial forecast. Unlike CDs, DBs fit neatly into geographic service region boundaries. Since DB-level data are only available in census years, each CD is weighted according to the proportion of its population falling in a particular service region and matched to the DBs within that region.
For example, the Medicine Hat region includes parts of three CDs (100% of CD1, 15% of CD2, and 34% of CD4). To derive the Medicine Hat region's population from these three CDs, the population of CD1 is multiplied by 1 because it contains 100% of that CD. The population of CD2 is multiplied by 0.15, and the population of CD4 by 0.34. The three derived figures are then summed to determine the overall regional population. These calculations are then forecasted forward using Alberta Treasury Board and Finance's medium-term growth scenario.
Appendix A: Methodological Notes
Data provided are the most current available at the time of writing and are valid as at the document's release. Methodologies are assessed on an ongoing basis to ensure accuracy and reliability.
A2. Program Bands
Program bands are based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) 2000 categories. CIP 2000 is designed to classify instructional programs. Its aim is to provide a sound basis for classifying programs and support the accurate tracking, monitoring, and evaluation of programs and completions. Program bands are designed to make data analysis and the communication and presentation of data easier by categorizing CIP 2000 into nine higher-level groupings.
In collaboration with Statistics Canada, EAE reviewed CIP 2000 codes for all programs and specializations in summer 2010. Some programs and specializations' CIP codes were revised to more accurately reflect academic content. Program attributes for each program and year the program was offered now reflect values currently listed in the Program Registry System (PRS) for that year and program.
As a result of this review, some codes have been adjusted. Data provided at the CIP code or program band level may not reconcile with data presented in previous iterations. Future changes related to CIP 2000 attributes will be made on a goforward basis, eliminating the need for future restatements. 
A3. Headcount Enrolment
The unduplicated (unique) student headcount measure is a method of counting enrolment that refers to the actual number of students registered at and attending a publicly funded post-secondary institution in Alberta (full-and parttime) in a given academic year.
To address the issue of double counting, the unduplicated student headcount methodology uses the Alberta Student Number (ASN), rather than the institutional student identification number, as the means of identifying students. For the past decade, institutions have used the ASN to report enrolment data to EAE via LERS. All students in Alberta should be assigned a unique ASN that travels with them, regardless of the post-secondary institutions they attend through the course of their life. As a unique identifier that travels with the learner, the ASN enables analyses that removes duplicate student counts among institutions.
In some cases, students are not assigned an ASN. For those student records without an ASN, institution-specific values were used. Because the methodology removes double counting, subtotals and system values for this measure will not be equal to the sum of the corresponding institutional totals, as a student may have attended more than one institution. In other words, it will not be possible to add up institutional totals to arrive at a summary value, as adding each institutional total may lead to double counting. The value listed for each institution represents the unique headcount at that particular institution, while the value listed for the system total represents the number of unique headcount across the whole system.
Banff Centre Enrolments
In 2009-10, the Banff Centre began reporting enrolments using an updated full-load equivalent (FLE) calculation. Factors used for calculating headcount FLE enrolment were reviewed and adjusted for the 2009-10 academic year forward. This adjustment resulted in a significantly higher FLE in 2009-10, independent of enrolments.
A4. Apprenticeship Data
At a system level, registered apprentices are included in all enrolment data. Due to the nature of apprenticeship programs, where 80% of the training is provided on the job and 20% is technical training provided in class, only the in-class component is included in the enrolment data. There are also differences in how apprenticeship technical training enrolments are reflected as headcounts compared to FLEs. In terms of headcount enrolment data, apprentices are counted in the same way as everyone else (one person equals one count). In terms of FLE data, one FLE roughly equates to just under four apprentices.
While included in enrolment data, apprentices who complete their trade program and receive a journeyperson certificate are not included in LERS graduate data. This is because, unlike other post-secondary programs where the respective post-secondary institution awards the credential, apprentices receive their certification from Apprenticeship and Industry Training, EAE. Data on graduates from the Trades and Technology program band includes only those graduates from technology and technician programs, and excludes journeypersons.
Data on registered apprentices is tracked via the Apprenticeship, Trade, and Occupational Management System (ATOMS).
